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BSPC-Jahreskonferenz in Liibeck endet mit gemeinsamer Resolution —

Schleswig-Holstein libergibt Prasidentschaft an Island

Landtagsprasidentin Kristina Herbst zieht zum Abschluss der 35.
Ostseeparlamentarierkonferenz eine positive Bilanz: Jugendbeteiligung, demokratische
Resilienz und der Schutz der Ostsee standen im Mittelpunkt der Beratungen.

Nach drei Konferenztagen ist am Dienstag (1. September) die 35. Jahreskonferenz der Baltic Sea
Parliamentary Conference (BSPC) in Libeck zu Ende gegangen. Unter dem Vorsitz der
Prasidentin des Schleswig-Holsteinischen Landtages und BSPC-Prasidentin Kristina Herbst
kamen Parlamentarierinnen und Parlamentarier aus dem Ostseeraum zusammen. Die Konferenz
bildete zugleich den Abschluss der einjahrigen schleswig-holsteinischen BSPC-Prasidentschaft. Im
Mittelpunkt standen Jugendbeteiligung, Cyber- und Informationsresilienz, die Zukunft der
Ostseeregion und der Schutz demokratischer Strukturen.

»Wir wollten die parlamentarische Zusammenarbeit im Ostseeraum nicht nur verwalten, sondern
sichtbar machen, 6ffnen und weiterentwickeln®, sagte Herbst. Angesichts des russischen
Angriffskrieges gegen die Ukraine, hybrider Bedrohungen, von Angriffen auf kritische Infrastruktur
und Desinformation sei grenziberschreitende Zusammenarbeit unverzichtbar. ,Wir kommen aus
unterschiedlichen Landern und Regionen, bringen unterschiedliche politische Erfahrungen und
Interessen mit und ringen um gemeinsame Formulierungen. Dass wir am Ende gemeinsam
Position beziehen, gibt unserer Zusammenarbeit politische Substanz und Solidaritat. Gerade in
diesen Zeiten brauchen wir beides.*

Ein besonderer Schwerpunkt der Prasidentschaft war unter dem Motto ,Youth.Set.Sail.“ die
starkere Beteiligung junger Menschen. 49 junge Teilnehmerinnen und Teilnehmer aus 14 Landern
und Regionen hatten beim Baltic Sea Parliamentary Youth Forum in Libeck eigene Forderungen
erarbeitet, mit Abgeordneten diskutiert und in die Jahreskonferenz eingebracht. ,Die jungen

Menschen sind hier nicht Dekoration und nicht nur Gaste. Sie sollen Gesprachspartner und
Ratgeber der Politik sein®, betonte Herbst.




Dieser Ansatz spiegelt sich auch in der in Libeck verabschiedeten Resolution wider. Sie setzt
Schwerpunkte bei Jugendbeteiligung und Generationendialog, Krisenvorsorge, digitaler
Kompetenz und dem Schutz der Ostsee. In der verabschiedeten Resolution werden unter anderem
freiwillige Jugendprogramme zur Krisenvorsorge — etwa zu medizinischer Ersthilfe, Cybersecurity,
Desinformation und ziviler Vorsorge — sowie eine engere Einbindung junger Menschen in Fragen
von Demokratie und Rechtsstaatlichkeit genannt. Hervorgehoben werden aulerdem der HELCOM
Baltic Sea Action Plan, die Verbesserung von Wasserqualitat und mariner Biodiversitat sowie ein
gemeinsames Monitoring von PFAS-Belastungen.

Ein weiterer Schwerpunkt ist die demokratische und sicherheitspolitische Widerstandsfahigkeit der
Ostseeregion. Die Resolution fordert mehr regionale Zusammenarbeit bei Cyber- und
Informationssicherheit, beim Schutz kritischer Infrastruktur und im Umgang mit Desinformation. Sie
spricht sich zudem flir einen gemeinsamen strategischen Rahmen aus, der Cybersicherheit, den
Schutz kritischer Infrastruktur, die Bekdmpfung von Desinformation und die demokratische
Gestaltung Kunstlicher Intelligenz miteinander verbindet. Auch Kl-gestitzte Einflussoperationen
und andere hybride Bedrohungen sollen starker gemeinsam in den Blick genommen werden. Die
Konferenz bekraftigt die gemeinsamen Werte von Demokratie, Rechtsstaatlichkeit,
Menschenrechten und internationalem Recht und verweist auf die fortdauernden
sicherheitspolitischen Folgen des russischen Angriffskrieges gegen die Ukraine.

Mit dem erstmals vergebenen BSPC Sports Award setzte die Prasidentschaft einen weiteren
Akzent. Der Preis wirdigte sportliche Leistungen und die verbindende Kraft des Sports im
Ostseeraum. ,Die Ostseekooperation lebt nicht nur von Sitzungen und Resolutionen. Sie lebt von
den Begegnungen zwischen Menschen®, sagte Herbst. Sport kbnne Uber Grenzen, Sprachen und
Herkunft hinweg verbinden und damit gesellschaftlichen Zusammenhalt starken.

Mit dem Ende der Jahreskonferenz gab Schleswig-Holstein die BSPC-Prasidentschaft an Island
weiter. Neue Prasidentin ist die bisherige BSPC-Vizeprasidentin Bryndis Haraldsdoéttir. Die 36.
Jahreskonferenz soll vom 29. bis 31. August 2027 in Reykjavik stattfinden. Herbst dankte allen
Parlamenten, Delegationen und Partnern und kiindigte an, Schleswig-Holstein werde sich auch
kiinftig engagiert in die Ostseekooperation einbringen.

»Wir haben junge Menschen starker an den Tisch geholt, mit dem Sport neue Verbindungen

zwischen den Menschen im Ostseeraum geschaffen und in politisch schwierigen Zeiten daran
gearbeitet, die demokratische Zusammenarbeit und die Widerstandsfahigkeit unserer Region zu
starken®, bilanzierte Herbst. ,Die Beteiligung junger Menschen, die Sicherheit unserer
Gesellschaften, der Schutz unserer Ostsee und der Zusammenhalt unserer Region bleiben
gemeinsame Aufgaben.”
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Resolution

The 35th Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference, meeting in Liibeck, Schleswig-Holstein,

Germany,

underlining

reaffirming

recognising

deeply concerned

reaffirming

stressing

reiterating

reaffirming

underlining

its mandate to strengthen parliamentary dialogue, mutual understanding and
cooperation among the democratic parliaments of the Baltic Sea Region,

the commitment of its Members to the shared values of democracy, the rule of
law, respect for human rights and the principles of international law, while
reinforcing democratic resilience,

the Baltic Sea Region as a space of close interdependence and shared
responsibility in an evolving geopolitical environment,

about the continued and escalating security challenges arising from Russia’s
ongoing war of aggression against Ukraine and its far-reaching repercussions
for regional stability, security, and resilience in the Baltic Sea region, where the
potential for Russian hostile action and escalation is still very high, including the
significant threat posed by the operations of the so-called shadow fleet,

the commitment of its Members to provide further support to Ukraine,

the importance of sovereignty, territorial integrity and the right of peoples to

self-determination as fundamental elements of the international order,

the need to protect vulnerable groups: to protect the rights and ensure the
safety of refugees, ethnic minorities, LGBTQI people, women, children, older
persons and other vulnerable groups who are particularly at risk in times of war
and threatened by intolerant attitudes, and to defend sexual and reproductive
autonomy and respect the right to reproductive health,

its commitment to addressing climate change and biodiversity loss, to
protecting and restoring the Baltic Sea ecosystem, as well as to strengthening
sustainable use, including renewable and fossil-free energy, and zero-emission
energy,

that investment in climate and disaster resilience constitutes an investment in
the future which yields tangible benefits in the long run, and highlighting the

positive impact of advances in zero-emission energy production and sustainable
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agricultural practices in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and biodiversity
loss,

stressing the growing importance of the Baltic Sea basin in safeguarding Baltic Sea
region energy security,

underlining the strategic significance of the Baltic Sea for sustainable economic growth of
Members and the need to protect the critical infrastructure providing vast
qguantities of zero-emission energy,

noting with concern the persistently high level of energy prices and acknowledging the role of
deployment of new zero-emission energy capacities can play in stabilising and

lowering them.

Youth Participation and Intergenerational Dialogue

Reflecting the thematic priority of the Schleswig-Holstein Presidency “Youth Sets Sail”, the Baltic Sea
Parliamentary Conference emphasises the importance of strengthening youth participation and

intergenerational democratic capacity in the Baltic Sea Region.

The Conference therefore:

1 Calls upon the governments of the Baltic Sea Region to establish state-led, voluntary youth
programmes for crisis preparedness — covering climate and disaster risk reduction, medical first
response, cybersecurity, disinformation awareness and general civil preparedness — to be
implemented through, inter alia, existing Baltic Sea Region networks and cross-sectoral cooperation,
with the active involvement of youth organisations in fostering a whole-of-society culture of
preparedness, while allowing each country to adapt them to its own risks, needs and priorities, with
particular attention to the specific needs of remote, island, and sparsely populated areas, including

logistical resilience, maritime connectivity, and access to emergency services;

2  Calls upon the governments and parliaments of the Baltic Sea Region to support structured
dialogue with young people in the area of democracy, fundamental rights and the rule of law, thereby

contributing to safeguarding and strengthening democracy across the Baltic Sea Region;

3 Calls upon the governments and parliaments of the Baltic Sea Region to strengthen dialogue
with youth representatives and accelerate the implementation of HELCOM's 2021 Baltic Sea Action

Plan, with particular emphasis on reducing eutrophication, protecting and restoring marine
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biodiversity, improving water quality, and enhancing cooperation among regional institutions
responsible for the protection of the Baltic Sea ecosystem, in order to achieve good ecological status

of the Baltic Sea for the sake of future generations;

4  Urges the governments of the Baltic Sea Region to establish, through HELCOM, a joint
mechanism for the monitoring and public reporting of PFAS contamination in the Baltic Sea Region,
based on a standardised methodology and open access to comparable and updated data; to advance
the relevant commitments of the 2021 Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP); and to provide for a youth
advisory pilot project within HELCOM's work;

5 Calls upon the governments and parliaments of the Baltic Sea Region to advocate, in the
negotiations on the 2028-2034 Multiannual Financial Framework, for adequate European funding for
the Baltic Sea Region and for the implementation of the recommendations set out in this Resolution;

to ensure sufficient funding for cohesion policy, social cohesion and social inclusion;

6  Calls upon the our governments to consider targeted funding for digital literacy, with particular
attention to citizens at risk of digital exclusion; taking into account the integration of education

systems and the proper training of teachers and academic staff;

7 Encourages the governments and parliaments of the Baltic Sea Region to reserve a defined
share of public procurement for digital infrastructure, especially artificial intelligence, for open-source
systems so that the public sector operates on digital infrastructure it can inspect, audit and govern,
while strengthening regional capacity to develop such systems without privileging any single

provider;

8 Urges governments to prioritize digital sovereignty by utilizing open-source software and
building dedicated digital infrastructure to ensure resiliency for public administration and

governance.

Democratic Resilience in the Age of Hybrid Threats and Artificial Intelligence

9  Democratic resilience in the Baltic Sea Region is under growing pressure from hybrid threats,
foreign information manipulation and the rapid advance of artificial intelligence. Meeting these evolving
challenges is a political task that requires sustained parliamentary attention and cross-border

cooperation.

10 Calls upon governments and parliaments in the Baltic Sea Region to develop or update

national cyber and information security strategies with a dedicated Baltic Sea dimension, and to
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jointly elaborate a Baltic Sea-wide strategic framework integrating cybersecurity, protection of critical
infrastructure, counter-disinformation and the democratic governance of Al, while also addressing
emerging threats arising from hostile drone activities, critical maritime infrastructure vulnerabilities
and the activities of sanction-circumventing shadow fleets in the Baltic Sea Region, and the

meaningful involvement of civil society organisations as partners in strengthening societal resilience;

11 Urges parliaments to strengthen regional coordination for cyber and information incidents by
linking national authorities with relevant EU and NATO crisis-response frameworks, with particular
attention to large-scale attacks on critical infrastructure and coordinated information operations, as
well as incidents involving hostile unmanned aerial systems, suspected sabotage of undersea
infrastructure and maritime security risks associated with shadow fleet operations while recognising

the contribution of civil society networks to early warning, public awareness and societal resilience;

12 Encourages governments and regional actors to advance a democratic and cognitive
resilience agenda addressing disinformation, foreign information manipulation and Al-enabled
influence operations, including the development of a Baltic Sea early-warning network against hostile
information activities; to strengthen media literacy, critical thinking and public awareness through
strengthened cooperation with civil society and its organisations, independent media, research
institutions and youth organisations; to promote the use of secure electronic identification and
verified digital identities on social media platforms, while respecting privacy, freedom of expression
and data protection principles, in order to counter disinformation, malicious influence operations, bot
networks and the misuse of fake accounts; and to promote cooperation on cognitive security in order

to safeguard trust, informed decision-making and democratic discourse in the Baltic Sea Region.

Closing

In conclusion, the Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference requests the BSPC Secretariat to transmit
this Resolution to the governments and parliaments of the Baltic Sea Region, the institutions of the
European Union, the Council of the Baltic Sea States and other relevant regional organisations, and
invites the addressees to provide information on actions taken in response to the issues addressed

in this Resolution.

The Conference welcomes with gratitude the Parliament of Iceland's offer to host the 36th Baltic Sea

Parliamentary Conference in Reykjavik from 29 to 31 August 2027.




